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Family News

We have several of our church family that is recovering from Covid. We
hope you will keep them in your prayers.

Steven Weaver is recovering well after having a heart cath.

Marlin Brackett’s knee replacement surgery went well

Danny Hensley is continuing chemo.

Annette Holt continues to be in need of our prayers.

Mila and Nora Green are recovering from RSV.

Teresa Weeks is under a doctor’s care regarding stomach surgery.
Ron Logan, a family friend of Janetta McCoy, is not doing well after falling several times.
Tina Messer was in the hospital in Colorado with chest pains and high blood pressure
Jerry Green, Jeremy’s Dad, is home from the hospital and doing some better.

Alan Cox will be having open heart surgery August 4th.

James Sampson’s sister, Gwen Sampson is in the hospital in Nashville. James and Liz
are there with her.

Prayer Requests,

We extend our sympathy to the following families:

- Laurie Kay Pettit and family in the passing of her dad, John O’Dowd. His memorial
service is August 7 at the League City Church of Christ in Texas.

- Steven Weaver and family in the recent death of his sister-in-law, Frances Weaver.

- Tony and Dawn Gooch and family in the recent passing away of their 19-year-old son,
Andrew Gooch.

Others to Remember

NURSING HOME/ AlanandBarbara Cox,Kay O’Dowd, MarvinPritchett, SandraNorton, Barbara
ASSISTED LIVING | Shutt, JoAnn Maxwell, Steve Matthews, Trish Jenkins, Genell Cantrell, Abel
Robinson, Betty Hall, Lisa Huffman, Joyce Butler, Zach Pritchett, George
Perlie Mae Sluder | & Emestine Hall, Cody Nichols, Mark Bailey, Wylene Mullinax, Annette
Holt, Luisa Varin, Chrisitine Scaglione, Shannon Pierce, Drenda Dennard

Cancer Patients
Danny Hensley, Joy Janke, Seth Weaver, Chrisse Ralston, Stacey Pettit, Calvin Michael
Evans, Tom Hall, Billy Stells, Joann Lucas, Cathy Thurman, Ricky Patterson, Linda Vercher,
Abby Collins, Charles Derrick, Cindy Setlock, Scotty Dobbs, Debbie Decker, Jim Dean

FAMILY & FRIENDS IN THE MILITARY

Reid Cochran, Andrew Edmondson, Michael Grle\:/?ory, Corey Henry, Jonathan Hensley,
Zach Hill, Wayne Jones, Dillan Ledford, Jacob Mahaffey, Wilson Pettit, Winston Pettit,

Frankie Silva, Eric Spisak, Luke Stolz, David Taylor, Cameron Trammell, Matthew
Upshaw
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Allle‘n W;s si.:er -
There will be a free nutrion class beginning Thursday, August 5th at the

Gilmer Extension Office. Becca Pritchett will be teaching this. If you have
any questions, feel free to give her a call at 706-636-4426.

- © Announcements

We continue to have the foyer classroom available for those that choose
to wear masks for worship and Bible study. This room is designated as
‘mask required” for each service.  Additionally, an FM radio transmitter
will be used to broadcast the services on 107.7 FM for those who want to
participate by staying in their cars in the Maryann Street parking lot.

UPCOMING Birthdays
3rd - There will be NO Ladies Tuesday Bible class Daniel Sisson
8th - Men’s and Ladies’ Prayer Service, 5 PM Altalin Chastain 3rd
Jennifer Burton 4th
10th - Men’s Breakfast and Devo, 9 AM at White | Janetta McCoy Sth
Columns (2nd and 4th Tuesdays) Sherry Weaver 6th
Evelyn Walker 10th
} : : . Anthony Perkins 11th
10th - Ladies Tuesday Bible class, 9:30 AM Charlie Barr 13th
JB Dove 14th
24th - Men’s Breakfast and Devo, 9 AM at White | Michael Stanley 14th
Columns (2nd and 4th Tuesdays) Judy Mailen 17th
Addie Jones 20th
24th - Ladies Tuesday Bible class, 9:30 AM Ross Cochran 21st
Harvey Derrick 21st
29th - Young Men Service; Young Ladies 5 PM | Raymond Mendez 22nd
Luisa Varin 25th
The Georgia School of Preaching class, “The | | Kadie Weaver 27th
Godhead” taught by David Decker, will begin
Monday, September 13th. This will be each Qslen iter;]) hetns g?tf:
Monday evening from 6PM-8PM for seven weeks. ene Jo r?s on S
\ Carter Perkins 31st )

Daily Devotionals

August 1st-7th

Sunday — James 1:2 says, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials

of many kinds.” While this concept seems strange to us, how can we understand James’ message?

Let's define joy as “the awareness of God’s grace and favor,” and discuss how we can have joy in the face
of struggles.

Monday — James states that he is dealing with trials “of many kinds”. The word many (various is some
translations) literally means “many-colored”. What are some of the trails we go through as Christians?
What are some that are unique to your life? How do we handle them?

Tuesday — What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “testing of your faith” in James 1:3? Discuss
the phrase considering Peter's comments in 1 Peter 1:3-9.

Wednesday — James 1:3 also says we produce perseverance through the testing of our faith. Other

translations use the words patience or endurance, but the Greek word hupomoné means to survive as

we remain under life’s challenges. How important is it to develop this attribute as we go through life’s
struggles?

Thursday — In our most recent Q&A session, Caleb and | discussed the word translated as “perfect” in the

Bible. It is used again here in James 1:4, but the NIV uses the word “mature.” One commentator defined

the Greek word as “reaching your designed end.” In other words, while we may not attain literal perfection,

we have been designed to be transformed into the perfect image of Jesus. Is this the standard we are
striving for each day?

Friday — James 1:5 provides direction when we're lost. It is a spiritual compass for decision making. When
we are lacking wisdom, James tells us to ask God. How often do we consider the Lord in our decision
making? What are some ways we can improve the process?

Saturday — James 1:6-8 talks about having faith when asking God for wisdom. Although God does not
speak to us directly, do we believe that he answers prayers? The picture of the doubter is not pretty from
James, so how we can we leam to trust and listen to God'’s wisdom?

GREEN CLIPPINGS

Welcome to our services here at the Elljay Church of Christ on this “back
to school” Sunday as Summer begins to fade into Fall. As we announced
Friday, we have had several positive COVID cases within our church fam-
ily, so many are streaming the service via YouTube this moming. However
1 you are joining us, | pray that we all take advantage of another opportunity
to worship God!

Back to School Youth Night will be a virtual service this evening at 6:00 PM, and Andrew Kingsley will
deliver a video message encouraging our kids as they head back to school this week. While this is not
the ideal way to have our Youth Night, we are thankful for our capabilities to study together.

Considering the most recent COVID outbreak, | have centered our weekly devotional thoughts around
James 1:3-8. James’ words do not necessarily provide comfort during our struggles, but he provides
insight into how our darkest times can deliver growth. Even when we are hurting, God is helping us to
become more complete as we develop into the image of Christ.

Please be praying for everyone on our prayer list, especially those dealing with COVID. Hopefully, we
will be back together in our normal setting very soon. Until then, whether online or in person, let us all
worship in Spirit and in Truth!

You Matter
— David A. Sargent, Church of Christ at Creekwood

George Mueller (1805-1898) built many orphanages at Ashley Down, England. Without a personal salary,
he relied only on God to supply the money and food needed to support the hundreds of homeless children
for whom he cared in the name of Christ. Aman of radiant faith, Mueller kept a motto on his desk for many
years that brought comfort, strength, and uplifing confidence to his heart. It read, “It matters to Him about
you.” Mueller believed that those words captured the meaning of 1 Peter 5:7, and he rested his claim for
divine help on that truth.

“Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.” — 1 Peter 5:7 NIV
Mueller testified at the end of his life that the Lord had never failed to supply all his needs. *
Audrey Mieir has expressed the truth of 1 Peter 5:7 and Mueller's motto with these words:

Be not troubled with thoughts of the morrow,
Of duties you surely must do.
On the Lord cast your burden of sorrow;
It matters to Him about you!

Be not weary when frials are given,
But trust Him to carry you through.
He will make all a pathway to heaven;
It matters to Him about youl!

Then be patient until His appearing,
‘Tis dawn almost now on your view;
For the mists of this dark age are clearing.
In love He is planning for you! *

Take this truth to heart: “It matters to Him about you.”
How can we know that?

Because when we were weighted down with a burden that was too great for us to bear — the burden of
our sins — God gave His one and only Son to die on the cross for our sins (John 3:16). “He Himself bore
our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by His wounds you
have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24 NIV).

God will lift the burden of sin and give eternal life to those who place their faith and trust in Jesus (Acts
16:30-31), tumn from their sins in repentance (Acts 17:30-31), confess Jesus before men (Romans 10:9-
10), and are baptized (immersed) into Christ for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38). He will continue to
cleanse from sin those who continue to walk in the light of His Word (1 John 1:7-9).

And, God will help His children with other burdens that may arise in this life. Why? Because He cares.
“It matters to Him about you.” You matter to God.

“Cast your burden on the LORD, And He shall sustain you” (Psalm 55:22 NKJV).



