
We are so glad that you 
are with us today! Our 

service will be to praise and 
worship God and to encourage 
and uplift us to face another 
week. We will sing (Eph. 5:19, 
Col. 3:16), pray (James 5:15-
18), and partake of the Lord’s 
Supper to remember our 
Savior’s sacrifice on the cross 
(Acts 20:7, 1 Cor. 11:23-26). 
We will also give back a portion 
of the monetary blessings that 
God has granted us so that 
we can carry out His work in 
our community (1 Cor. 16:2, 
2 Cor. 9:7). We will also study 
a lesson from His Word that 
will hopefully be applicable to 
our daily lives, so that we can 
be equipped to handle the 
pressures of this world and 
reach those outside of Christ 

(2 Tim. 2:15).

Elders
Bob Burton - 706-698-1345

Curtis Kingsley - 706-276-6045
Mark Pettit - 706-276-6610

Deacons
Bob Burkewitz - 706-276-2456

Rob Burton - 706-889-4947
Josh Chancey - 706-669-6848

Tim Hall - 706-669-0915
Junior Jenkins - 706-273-6972
John Johnson - 706-669-0422
Brandon Jones - 706-273-8762
Barry Kingsley - 706-276-7842
Jason Ledford - 706-669-4504
Tate McCoy - 706-273-3538
John Painter - 706-889-7822
Will Parker - 706-889-1021

Barry Pritchett - 706-276-3799
Garry Rittenberry - 706-276-4846

Ministers
Jeremy Green

jeremy@ellijaychurchofchrist.org
334-614-1503
Butch Jones

butchjones@ellijay.com
706-273-0841
Chase Sharp

256-701-1541
chase@ellijaychurchofchrist.org

Missionary
Michael Dunbar

Highgate, Jamaica

Facebook - Ellijay Church of Christ 
Twitter - @ellijaycoc

Instagram - ellijaychurchofchrist

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 AM
Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM

Free Bible Correspondence is available by 
contacting the church office or Cleah Boaz 

at 706-636-4516.

Let Us Rise Up and Build
Envelopes are available on the 
back of the pews to make your 
donation to the Building Fund for 
the new Fellowship Hall/Education 
Building.  Total funds through 
10/31/17 in the Building and 
Emergency Fund total $313,220.88.    
PLEASE CONTINUE TO DONATE.

351 North Main Street
Ellijay, GA  30540

Office 706-635-2950
Newsline 706-276-7283

Scripture Reading
Open Prayer
Song Leading
Close Prayer
Head Table

Assist

Usher

Greeters

Announcements
Open Prayer
Song Leading
Close Prayer
Communion

Announcements
Song Leading
Prayer
Devo

Worship Assignments
  

The church office is open from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. daily Monday 
through Friday, except major 
holidays.  The newsline is updated 
Monday through Friday.  Updates to 
be shared on the newsline should be 
given to the church office by 10:00 
a.m..  The deadline for including 
information in the Sunday bulletin 
is by 10:00 a.m. on Thursday.

Week of  December 10th
Contribution.......................................$6201
Budget..............................................$7000 
Weekly Average YTD........................$7377
Bible Study.........................................Snow
AM Worship...........................................163
PM Worship............................................88
Wednesday Evening..............................121

Order of Worship
Song (#508)  A Wonderful Savior

Song  (#610)  I Love My Savior, Too
Song (#337)  Halleujah! What A Savior!

Opening Prayer
Song  (# 324)  Atlas! And Did My Savior?

 Partake of the Lords Supper
Contribution

Song (#1003)  Silent Night! Holy Night!
Scripture Reading:  

Song (#382)  Why Did My Savior Come to Earth?
Song (#1005)  O Beautiful Star of Bethlehem

Message:  “A Savior Is Born”
Jeremy Green

Song  (#453)  Love Lifted Me
Announcements

Song (#738)  Take the Name of Jesus With You
Closing Prayer

December 17, 2017

December 24th
Will Teague
Quentin Holloway
Barry Kingsley
Mark Pettit
Lloyd Ferrell

J. Stephens J. Johnson
Ru. Cochran J. Barr
Re. Cochran D. Green
D. Sisson T. Rochester

J. Ledford
G. Story
Sp. Hall
Tu. Hall

J & K Cochran
G & A Chancey
B & S Burkewitz

Evening 
Butch Jones
Kenny Wiggins
Singing
Jason Ledford
Lloyd Ferrell

December 27th
Special Prayer
     Service

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Jobie Ralston - 17th
Robin Jones - 18th

Raylan Parker - 18th
Morgan Holland - 19th
Jackie Cochran - 20th

David Jones - 21st
Suzanne Mullinax - 21st

Brenda Rittenberry - 21st
Laurie Kay Pettit - 22nd

December 17th
Tucker Hall
Barry Pritchett
Mark Pettit
Curtis Kingsley
Rob Burton

G. Chancey G. Story
M. Wilson B. Burkewitz
D. Bailey J. Chancey
J. Ledford C. Hall

C. Martin
B. Jones
L. Mulkey
Ja. Jenkins

B & T Weeks
L &B Ferrell
B. Parker  J. Mailen

Evening 
Butch Jones
Robert Wood
Daniel Sisson
John Johnson
Rob Burton

December 20th
Special Prayer
     Service

Happy Holidays!



Tom Hall continues to recover from having a melanoma removed from his shoulder and is  
waiting on test results.

Richard Bohannon is recovering at home from successful sinus surgery. .

Zach Pritchett will be returning to Chicago Monday morning for treatment for pain and 
headaches.

Susan Jones has been having health problems the last few weeks.

Karla Green is getting stronger each day from foot surgery.

Ryan Holloway will be having neck surgery December 19 at Atlanta.

Jerry Angel, JoAnna White’s brother, is doing better and back at home recovering from 
heart surgery.

Amber VanRipper, a cousin of Kenny Wiggins, continues to recover from a serious infection.

Abby Collins, a young lady in Ellijay that is friends with many here, is recovering from brain 
surgery she underwent last Monday.  Please keep the family in your prayers.

Family News

Walter Tayllor (Pawpaw’s Produce), Bonnie 
Hester, Jenniffer Scaglione, Lauryn Patterson, 
Ken Welch, Lori Williams, Jean Stanley, Joyce 
Butler, Harold O’Dell, James McGee, Suzanne 
Young, Bruce Stover, Luke Wright, Zach 
Pritchett, George & Ernestine Hall, Jeff Carns, 
Elmer LaRue, CiCi Rivera, Burt Hinton, Bonnie 
Smith, Laura Huckabey, Billy Teems, Glenell 
Fricks, Perlie Mae Sluder, Joyce Bennett, 
Shannon Queen, Shirley Fisher, Dustin Bolman, 
Reathel May, Sue Smith, Roger Edmondson, 
Wade Green Sr., Austin Young, Chad Galloway, 
Debbie Sims, Alyce Dunn,  Pam Brogden

Others to RememberCANCER PATIENTS
Harry Dennard, Charles Weeks, Billy Stells, Chris Watkins, 
Cathy Thurman Patterson, Mindy Banks, Phillip Weeks, 
Travis Lucas, Clifford West, Lynn Tudor, Randall Brown, 
Tim Jones (Glenda Eller), Joanne Lucas, Linda Vercher, 

David Rogers, Christy Heard

 NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING
Eulyeen Callihan, Polly Cochran, Pauline 
Mullinax, Tim Ramsey, Gladys Logan Shultz, 

Perlie Mae Sluder

FAMILY & FRIENDS IN THE MILITARY
Seth Carswell, Reid Cochran, Caleb 
Covington, Andrew Edmondson, Steven 
Giannone, Corey Henry, Jonathan Hensley, 
Zach Hill, Wayne Jones, Jacob Mahaffey,  
Wilson Pettit, Frankie Silva, Canio Sequevia-
Cuevas, Eric Spisak, David Taylor, Cameron 
Trammell,  Matthew Upshaw, Kourtney 
Weeks

TODAY - Purpose sheets will be given out today  
to assist in planning for the upcoming year.
20th - Special Prayer/Singing Service
24th - Schedule of services:
Bible Study:  9:30 AM
Morning Worship:  10:30 AM
Evening Worship:  1:30 PM
Devotional:  6:00 PM
25th & 26th - Church Office will be closed
27th - Special Prayer/Singing Service
31st - Question & Answer Evening Service 
Coming in January
7th - Spiritual Growth Plan for 2018

SERMON NOTES:
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Cut to the Chase

Here are the devotional thoughts for you and your 
family this week. We hope that these have been of 
great assistance to you and your family, and that they 
will continue to help you grow in God’s word.

1.  Proverbs 19:11  How does this verse relate to you? Before becoming 
angry with someone, what should we first do instead? What other verses 

from scripture relate to this?

2.  Proverbs 19:13  What does this verse tell us about our relationships with our family? How 
can we all apply this verse to our lives? What does it mean to us practically?

3.  Proverbs 19:17  What dose this verse mean? How are we lending to the Lord? How will we 
be repaid? Will God give us more money if we are generous in giving to those in need? Will 
we be repaid in ways other than money? Should it be an expectation of us that God repays us 
for caring for others?

4.  Proverbs 19:19  What does this verse say about people who are prone to act unwisely? Will 
people who are guilty of things other than great anger constantly find themselves in need of 
help? How can this be prevented?

5.  Proverbs 19:23  How does fearing God give us life? What kind of fear is being 
talked about here? Do you think fear is the right word to use here? What other words 
might you use instead of fear to explain this verse?

A song leader is needed for next 
Sunday morning’s worship service at 
Hiawassee’s congregation.  If you can 

help with this, please see Butch.

The following article was published by Wes McAdams on his blog, Radically Christian.

In my childhood, I argued about Christmas a lot. “You know,” I would say in a matter-of-fact tone, 
“Jesus wasn’t really born on December 25th.” I relished correcting people about the inaccuracies of their 
religious holiday and their little nativity scenes. Since then I’ve learned, you can be right and be wrong at 
the same time. I was right, Jesus most likely was not born on December 25th, but I was dead wrong for 
thinking that rudely arguing that point was somehow pleasing to God.

CHRISTMAS ARGUMENTS
I still don’t celebrate Jesus’ “birthday” on December 25th, but I also don’t see any reason to vehemently 
argue about it either. In fact, it seems like Paul’s instructions to the church in Rome are very applicable to 
this issue in Romans 14:4-6, 10.

Here are several other reasons our arguing about Christmas is counterproductive:

1. We become hypocritical.  I’ve always found it interesting that some people avoid using the word, 
“Christmas” because it indicates a celebration of Christ’s birthday and the Catholic “Mass” from which 
the celebration originated. Alternatively, they insist on using the word “holiday.” But it shouldn’t be hard 
to see the irony in that. The etymology of the word “holiday” is “holy day,” meaning a day set apart by 
God or for God.

Furthermore, some point out the pagan traditions that have been incorporated into the traditional 
Christmas celebration (i.e. trees, gifts, ornaments, etc.). They insist that these celebrations are wrong 
because they have pagan origins. However, these same folks are usually not consistent with all of the 
other things in our culture that have pagan origins. For example, “Thursday” means “Thor’s Day,” an 
obvious reference to the mythological god, Thor. But I don’t know anyone who claims it is wrong to use 
the word, “Thursday.”

Biblically, consider the meat that first-century Christians bought in the marketplace. It might have been 
sacrificed to an idol at one time, but it had lost that significance when it was put on the table of a Christian 
home. Paul taught that Christians were not honoring an idol by simply eating meat that had once been 
sacrificed to an idol (1 Corinthians 10:23-30). The meat had lost the pagan significance.   I am no more 
worshiping a pagan idol by having a Christmas tree in my home than I am honoring Thor by calling the 
fifth day of the week, “Thursday.”

2. We stir up unnecessary strife.  The New Testament has nothing positive to say about these kinds of 
arguments. Paul wrote to Timothy, “Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to 
quarrel about words, which does no good, but only ruins the hearers” (2 Timothy 2:14). Over the years, I 
have heard many heated debates about this issue and I’ve never seen anything good come of it.

That’s not to say we shouldn’t teach people the truth. We should. But unless we can teach people the truth 
with gentleness, patience, kindness, forbearance, and love, then we don’t have the Spirit of God in us 
(Galatians 5:22-23; Ephesians 4:1-3) and it is us who needs to be taught.

3. We de-emphasize Jesus.  Growing up, it was ok to talk about Jesus any day of the year. But for some 
reason, I felt very odd talking about Jesus on Christmas. That was a Jesus-free day. In my effort to show 
people I was not denominational, I dismissed my Lord. How very sad.

While some groups are having extra worship services, others cancel their regular worship services and 
Bible studies. While some people are talking about Jesus more, others are talking about Jesus less. In an 
effort to avoid being seen as celebrating “Christmas,” we sometimes fail to celebrate Christ.  Jesus is the 
reason for the season. Jesus is the reason for every season. Jesus is the reason for everything. I regret that I 
ever de-emphasized Christ. I should have been rejoicing that many people were thinking about the King 
of kings. Instead, I was so preoccupied with being anti-denominational that I forgot to be Christian.

Truth in Love-  There is nothing wrong with discussing the true story of Jesus’ birth, but there is something 
wrong with fighting and arguing about it. Let’s talk about Jesus more, not less. And let’s be more loving, 
more kind, and more patient.	

Happy Holidays 
from the church staff!

The office will be 
closed 

December 25th & 26th 
as well as 

January 1st.

- Wes McAdams


