
We are so glad that you 
are with us today! 

Our service will be to praise 
and worship God and to 
encourage and uplift us to 
face another week. We will 
sing (Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16), 
pray (James 5:15-18), and 
partake of the Lord’s Supper 
to remember our Savior’s 
sacrifice on the cross (Acts 
20:7, 1 Cor. 11:23-26). We 
will also give back a portion of 
the monetary blessings that 
God has granted us so that 
we can carry out His work in 
our community (1 Cor. 16:2, 
2 Cor. 9:7). We will also study 
a lesson from His Word that 
will hopefully be applicable to 
our daily lives, so that we can 
be equipped to handle the 
pressures of this world and 
reach those outside of Christ 

(2 Tim. 2:15).
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Josh Chancey - 706-669-6848
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John Johnson - 706-669-0422
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Barry Kingsley - 706-276-7842
Jason Ledford - 706-669-4504
Tate McCoy - 706-273-3538
John Painter - 706-889-7822
Will Parker - 706-889-1021

Barry Pritchett - 706-276-3799
Garry Rittenberry - 706-276-4846

Ministers
Jeremy Green

jeremy@ellijaychurchofchrist.org
334-614-1503
Butch Jones

butchjones@ellijay.com
706-273-0841
Chase Sharp

256-701-1541
chase@ellijaychurchofchrist.org

Missionary
Michael Dunbar

Highgate, Jamaica

Facebook - Ellijay Church of Christ 
Twitter - @ellijaycoc

Instagram - ellijaychurchofchrist

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 AM
Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM

Free Bible Correspondence is available by 
contacting the church office or Cleah Boaz 

at 706-636-4516.

Let Us Rise Up and Build
Envelopes are available on the 
back of the pews to make your 
donation to the Building Fund for 
the new Fellowship Hall/Education 
Building.  Total funds through 
10/31/17 in the Building and 
Emergency Fund total $313,220.88.    
PLEASE CONTINUE TO DONATE.

351 North Main Street
Ellijay, GA  30540

Office 706-635-2950
Newsline 706-276-7283

Scripture Reading
Open Prayer
Song Leading
Close Prayer
Head Table

Assist

Usher

Greeters

Announcements
Open Prayer
Song Leading
Close Prayer
Communion

Announcements
Song Leading
Prayer
Devo

   Worship Assignments
  

The church office is open from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. daily Monday 
through Friday, except major 
holidays.  The newsline is updated 
Monday through Friday.  Updates to 
be shared on the newsline should be 
given to the church office by 10:00 
a.m..  The deadline for including 
information in the Sunday bulletin 
is by 10:00 a.m. on Thursday.

December 3rd
Spencer Hall
Gerald Chancey
Barry Kingsley
Bob Burton
Barry Pritchett

J. Stephens R. Wood
K. Wiggins C. Martin
J. Cochran E. Mulkey
B. Parker B. Weeks

T. Rochester
R. Burton
L. Burton
M. Wilson

J & A Cole
Q & J Holloway
K & J White

Evening 
Butch Jones
Jason Ledford
Barry Kingsley
Carl Hall
Barry Pritchett

December 6th
Chase Sharp
Spencer Hall
Barry Kingsley
Chase Sharp

Week of  November 19th
Contribution.......................................$6928
Budget..............................................$7000 
Weekly Average YTD........................$7370
Bible Study.............................................133
AM Worship...........................................218
PM Worship.............................................89
Wednesday Evening..............................117

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Zach Pritchett - 27th
Mackenzie Setser - 27th

John Stephens - 27th
Taryn Martin - 28th
Susan Jones - 30th

Order of Worship
Song (#705)  A Common Love
Song  (#704)  Bind Us Together

Song (#448)  The Greatest Commands
Opening Prayer

Song  (# 382)  Why Did My Savior Come to Earth?
 Partake of the Lords Supper

Contribution
Song (#123)  The Steadfast Love of the Lord
Song (#121)  Come, Let Us All Unite to Sing

Scripture Reading:  Psalm 118:24
Message:  “The After Thanksgiving Sermon”

Butch Jones
Song (#924)  Just As I Am

Announcements
Song (#916)  What a Day That Will Be

Closing Prayer

November 26, 2017

The After 

Thanksgiving 

Sermon
November 26th
Jacob Jenkins
Chase Sharp
Barry Kingsley
Mark Pettit
Tim Hall

C. Martin R. Wood
J. Cole S. Wright
B. Burkewitz J. Cochran
J. Ledford  Re. Cochran

K. Wiggins
W. Story
L. Mulkey
W. Teague

L & B Ferrell
E & S Mullinax
G & A Chancey

Evening 
Barry Kingsley
Carl Hall
Singing Night
Quentin Holloway
Tim Hall

November 29th
Butch Jones
David Green
Jacob Jenkins
Butch Jones



Bonnie Hester, Robin Story’s mom, is recovering from open heart surgery.  She is in south 
Georgia.  

Perlie Mae Sluder, Abby Chancey’s mom, continues to be in need of our prayers.  

Susie Jordan, a former member here, is recovering at home after a stay in the hospital.  

Anita Tucker’s cousin, Diane Mullinax, is recovering from a heart attack she suffered last week.

Lori Williams continues to recover from having a kidney removed. 

Family News

Jenniffer Scaglione, Lauryn Patterson, Ken Welch, 
Lori Williams, Jean Stanley, Joyce Butler, Harold 
O’Dell, James McGee, Suzanne Young, Bruce 
Stover, Luke Wright, Zach Pritchett, George & 
Ernestine Hall, Jeff Carns, Elmer LaRue, CiCi 
Rivera, Burt Hinton, Bonnie Smith, Laura Huckabey, 
Billy Teems, Glenell Fricks, Perlie Mae Sluder, 
Joyce Bennett, Shannon Queen, Shirley Fisher, 
Dustin Bolman, Reathel May, Sue Smith, Roger 
Edmondson, Wade Green Sr., Austin Young, Chad 
Galloway, Debbie Sims, Alyce Dunn,  Pam Brogden

Others to RememberCANCER PATIENTS
Harry Dennard, Charles Weeks, Billy Stells, Chris Watkins, 
Cathy Thurman Patterson, Mindy Banks, Phillip Weeks, 
Travis Lucas, Clifford West, Lynn Tudor, Randall Brown, Tim 
Jones (Glenda Eller), Joanne Lucas, Linda Vercher, David 

Rogers, Christy Heard

 NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING
Eulyeen Callihan, Pauline Mullinax, Gladys 

Logan Shultz, Polly Cochran, Tim Ramsey

Congregational Christmas Party
Friday, December 1st

We hope everyone will join 
in on the food and fellowship

A sign-up sheet is posted on the 
bulletin board

Cut to the Chase...

Here are the devotional thoughts for you 
and your family this week. We hope that 
these have been of great assistance to you and 
your family, and that they will continue to help you grow 
in God’s word.

1.  Proverbs 17:17   How are we, as brothers and sisters in Christ, supposed to 
treat each other? What does this verse tell us about who should be the closest 
to us in our lives?

2.  Proverbs 17:19  What does this verse tell us? What happens to those who 
go seeking strife? Should we surround ourselves with those kinds of people? 
How should we handle them?

3.  Proverbs 17:28  What is the best thing that we can do sometimes? What 
would be an instance of how this verse may be applied to our lives?

4.  Proverbs 18:1  What does this verse tell us about relying on each other? 
How does this verse apply to us as Christians? Is there an example in our lives 
that we can apply to this verse?

5.  Proverbs 18:2  What kind of people are being discussed here? Do we 
sometimes find ourselves acting in this way? How can we prevent ourselves 
from being like the person in this verse?

TODAY - Year Round Speech (girls only) Ellijay 5:00 
PM
DECEMBER...
1st - Congregational Christmas Party, Fellowship 
Hall.  A sign -up sheet is on the bulletin board.  6:30 PM.  
3rd - Leadership Meeting, 4:30 PM
9th - L2L Keepers and Providers participants 
will meet in the fellowship hall from 9 AM to 12 PM 
to work on the cooking/baking award.  We will be 
baking, decorating, and packing cookies for the 
Christmas Caroling event the following day. Please 
bring a roll of cookie dough or pre-cut cookie dough 
to bake.
10th - C Squad Christmas Party -  Immediately 
following morning service.  Lunch will be provided.  
10th - Christmas Caroling and Cookie Delivery.  
Anyone wanting to go,  please be here at 2 PM.
15th - Prepare Fruit Baskets.  If you would like 
to make a donation to help with the purchase of 
fruit, please see Barry Pritchett.  We will also need 
volunteers to fix baskets!
20th - Special Prayer/Singing Service

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

C Squad Christmas 
Party

Sunday, 
December 10th

Immediately
following morning 

service

On December 9th, L2L Keepers and Providers participants 
will meet in the fellowship hall from 9 AM to 12 PM 

to work on the cooking/baking award.  We will be baking, 
decorating, and packing cookies for the Christmas Caroling event 
the following day. Please bring a roll of cookie dough or pre-
cut cookie dough to bake.  

On December 10th, anyone wanting to go Christmas Caroling 
and Cookie Delivering, please be here at 2 PM.

Tis the reason for the season!  We hear this expression used almost daily this 
time of the year.  As Christians, we need to be mindful that Christ is the reason 
we live differently from the world every day!   I hope you enjoy the article 
below from Wes McAdams, minister of McDermott Road CoC in Plano, TX.    
“This is the day the Lord hath made, I will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Fruit Baskets    December 15th
We will be fixing fruit baskets for our sick, 
elderly and shut ins on Friday, December 
15th and need volunteers to help.  Also, if you 
would like to make a donation to help with 

“Occasionally, when discussing whether or not Christians should celebrate 
the birth of Christ on December 25th, I will hear a well-meaning Christian say 
something like, “The birth of Jesus isn’t what really matters; it’s His death that 

matters.” Or someone will say, “Jesus had to be born in order for Him to die, but that’s the only reason 
His birth matters.” I wholeheartedly disagree with these sentiments; here are a few thoughts on why we 
can’t afford to miss the monumental significance of the birth of Jesus Christ.

Does Jesus' Birth Even Matter?  This post isn’t about Christmas. It’s not about whether it’s right or wrong 
to have an annual festival celebrating His birth; and it’s not about the historical inaccuracy of the date, 
the incorporation of pagan traditions into the celebrations, or even the perpetuation of Catholic dogma. 
This post is about so much more than that. The birth of Jesus is about so much more than that!

In fact, I would say that in relegating the celebration of Jesus’ birth to a single day in December, we 
have trivialized His birth. Statements like, “Jesus is the reason for the season” are almost insultingly 
understated. Jesus is the reason for EVERY season. In fact, Jesus is the reason for EVERYTHING.

“For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all 
things, and in Him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:16-17).  Jesus didn’t come to Earth in order to 
be celebrated once a year. His is not “the Christmas story,” it’s “the Christ story.” And it matters because 
it’s the most significant event in human history. It’s the event up to which everything before it led, and 
to which everything after it points.

1. God’s Faithfulness Matters-  God has made and fulfilled a lot of promises, but the birth of Jesus is the 
greatest fulfillment of a promise ever! God promised Abraham, “In your seed all nations of the earth 
shall be blessed” (Genesis 22:18). And Abraham’s descendants waited a couple thousand years for the 
fulfillment of that promise. Jesus is that seed – that descendent – of Abraham, through whom all nations 
of the earth are being blessed (Galatians 3:16).

Israel was also waiting for the son of David, the “Messiah,” who would come and reign over an eternal 
kingdom. Many generations of God’s people lived and died, waiting to see this deliverer of Israel. Jesus 
is that King. This is why Matthew begins his gospel account with, “The record of the genealogy of Jesus 
the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham…” (Matthew 1:1). Jesus now eternally reigns as Lord 
of lords and King of kings!

Yes, His birth matters! It certainly mattered to faithful Jews, who waited their entire lives – like Simeon 
and Anna – to see God’s salvation and “the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:22-38). And it matters to 
any of us who find ourselves in seemingly hopeless situations. It matters for all of us who wait upon the 
Lord. The birth of Jesus is a joyful declaration, “God is always faithful! He always keeps His promises!”

2. God’s Dwelling with Us Matters-   The news gets even better, because John began his gospel account 
by declaring that God had been born into the world! John said, “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God….And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…” 
(John 1:1,14). Don’t let the familiarity of that passage cause you to miss what John was saying, “God…
became flesh and dwelt among us.”

Wow! Let that sink in, God became flesh and dwelt among His creation. This is what “Immanuel” means, 
“God with us” (Matthew 1:23). That is what the birth of Jesus is about! God came to earth and dwelt 
with us.  The part of the story where Jesus is born of a virgin and laid in a manger is just part of the 
“incarnation story,” but what a marvelous story it is! God is not some distant and faceless Creator, who 
just wound up the world, set it in motion, and sat back to watch it unwind. No, He came and took up 
residence with us.

He felt what we feel and experienced what we experience. God was hungry! He was thirsty! He got tired! 
He wept! He bled! If that doesn’t matter, then nothing does! Yes, the birth of Jesus matters because one 
of the three persons of the Godhead became flesh and dwelt among us.

3. God Becoming a SERVANT Matters-  And finally, the birth of Jesus matters because one of the 
members of the Godhead “emptied Himself” (Philippians 2:7). In other words, He surrendered the rights 
and privileges that deity afforded Him. While in the flesh, He was no longer omnipresent; He could only 
be in one place at a time. While in the flesh, He was no longer omnipotent; He ran out of energy, getting 
tired, thirsty, and hungry. While in the flesh, He was no longer omniscient; He had to learn and grow in 
wisdom (Luke 2:40).

Paul calls Jesus becoming a man, “taking the form of a servant” (Philippians 2:7). Isn’t that a powerful 
thought? The Son of God took the form of a servant. He surrendered His rights and privileges, He 
washed feet, and He became obedient.  This matters significantly because if we are going to follow 
Jesus, we must also take the form of a servant. We must, “in humility count others more significant than 
[ourselves]” (Philippians 2:3). If the Son of God became an obedient servant, then certainly those who 
follow Him must be obedient servants as well.

Bottom Line:  I realize many of us – with good reason – feel uncomfortable setting aside a special day 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus, but let us not go to the other extreme and say the birth of Jesus doesn’t 
matter. The birth of Jesus does matter. It matters this time of year and every time of year. My concern 
isn’t “keeping Christ in Christmas,” it’s keeping Christ preeminent in ALL things.” -continued on left page

 -continued from middle column

the purchase of fruit, please 
see Barry Pritchett. 


